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Kia ora e te whaanau o te kura tuarua o Te Oko Horoi,  
Dear parents / caregivers of Cambridge High School,  

 

Term 2 is only 9 weeks long with 2 long weekends and our Cambridge wide professional learning 
day during Fieldays. It is an important term and, as you will see in this letter home, there is a lot 
going on. It was great to get the winter season underway this week with a sports exchange 
against Mt Maunganui College. This was the first time in our memory that we have hosted a school 
exchange. It was a very successful day, partly because we lifted the trophy and largely for the 
positive vibes of the day where the fixtures were evenly contested with great sportsmanship on 
display. I received excellent feedback from staff at Mt Maunganui College about the hospitality that 
our school community extended to them and their students. It was a fantastic way to get our 
winter season started and we now follow it up with all codes starting this week. Thank you in 
advance to the huge contribution from our community and staff across the year and your provision 
of opportunities for our students in sports and the arts. It makes a real difference for the student 
experience of school, and we are incredibly fortunate to have such strong support from the CHS 
community. 

I apologise in advance for the longer letter today. With the shorter term there are several 
important things to share with you about the coming weeks.  

Assessment  

In the last week of May, we will hold the Common Assessment Activities (CAAs). These important 
assessments have drawn much national attention over the past few years. They are being used to 
ensure that students meet a baseline level of literacy and numeracy before they are awarded any 
NCEA qualification. We have sent targeted messages to those families directly involved with 
further information and resource links for preparation ahead of time. Please pay attention to this 
and support your child to perform at their best as our evidence shows that it is much easier to 
achieve in the first few rounds than later in their schooling. We performed incredibly well in these 
assessments last year and I want to thank staff who are doing a great job preparing our students 
for the best chance of success in the May exams.  

Looking further ahead in the academic calendar I want to remind you of the importance of students 
managing their workload and assessment deadlines. This is even more important in a shortened 
term. Please have a look at the relevant year level calendars on the school website. These have 
been created to help you and your child with planning and managing deadlines. Students need to 
learn to distribute their workload in order to perform at their best. Remember that all expectations 
around NCEA assessments are found in the aakonga guidelines on the website, including what to 
do if you need to apply for extensions. 

In the aakonga guidelines there is also an emphasis on the importance of students submitting their 
own work for assessment, known as authenticity. Each year some students cut corners when 
sitting assessments, submitting work which is not their own. With the development of AI, 

https://www.camhigh.school.nz/assessment/
https://www.camhigh.school.nz/site_files/23335/upload_files/AakongaguidelinesforNationalAssessment2025.pdf?dl=1
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plagiarism has become a bigger problem for us to monitor. Unfortunately, we have needed to 
address this with students this year and this has very real consequences which is stressful for 
students and their family. However, if we do not reinforce the message now the stakes become 
much higher in a university or work environment where plagiarising someone else’s work as your 
own can mean expulsion. We would appreciate it if you could have a conversation around home 
about what it means to submit your own work and the role that AI can potentially play as a tool, 
but not as a substitute for your own thinking, learning and work.  

Sabbatical feedback 

I returned from the first part of my sabbatical leave this term and one of the areas of my work 
involved AI, exploring the potential benefits and some of the ways other schools are engaging with 
the field. This is an interesting space for education as we explore the balance between making 
effective use of AI to enhance learning and ensuring it does not replace our learning and the 
creation of our own work. Currently, it is easier to maintain a critical perspective with AI as the 
platforms are not sophisticated enough to be natural and we still have a recent comparison for 
when it was not so pervasive. It is important to engage with the field in a way that builds our 
critical thinking capability while leveraging the potential of tools to enhance (and not remove) the 
learning experience for our students. I also met with other school leaders in New Zealand and 
overseas, exploring topics such as what makes for a successful holistic learning environment, and 
how they build a school culture that enables students to thrive, respecting difference, providing 
effective support and expecting great outcomes from our students. The conversations produced 
insight into different ways of operating and reinforced just how good our holistic learning 
environment is here at Cambridge High School. The student experience at CHS is world class and 
our students to get involved in as much as possible, gaining from the opportunities we have here 
to perform at their best academically and in the sports and arts.  

Movement of parent evenings 

We have moved the parent evenings from Term 2 into Term 3 and we will send out specific details 
on the new evenings shortly. We made this change to create more time for student progress since 
the last reporting round, before we meet with you again to discuss this progress. As always, 
please contact us if you wish to discuss your child’s progress in between the parent evenings.  

Also, we want to emphasise the importance of the termly progress report. We created the new 
report this year to focus on the learning progress of a student. It is full of useful information about 
your child’s approach to learning and the progress they are making in class. We encourage you to 
use it as a starting point for conversations around home about your child’s learning and areas they 
can target to make greater progress before the next report later in this term. 
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Uniform reminders 

At the start of every winter need to remind students to wear our winter uniform correctly. 
Specifically, this means no sandals, no hoodies and only school jackets as outlined on our website. 
We have been warning students since the start of the term and will now start confiscating non-
uniform items. We are aware that there can be genuine reasons for not having the correct uniform 
items and if this is the case students are to go to their Dean for a uniform pass.  

Phones reminder 

This is a reminder that student phones are to be ‘away for the day’. It really is easiest to leave 
phones at home but, if a student needs to bring it to school, it must remain out of sight for the day. 
Phones and ear buds will be confiscated if they are being used during the school day. When a 
phone has been confiscated the teacher will bring it to the student office and an email will be sent 
home outlining the next steps and when the detentions are to be completed. 

Safe pick-up zone in bad weather 

As the weather deteriorates, you may need to pick up your child from school. Please use Taylor 
Street as a collection point as it is much safer for students and does not get congested like the 
main entrance. Please also respect our neighbours and do not wait on their property. We have had 
a particular request from properties on Swayne Rd which get overrun on wet afternoons. Please 
avoid private property and only wait in public places.  

Upcoming events 

Finally, don’t forget to stay up to date with what is going on at CHS. The best ways to do that are 
through our coming events and communications (stored on the website here) or the school 
Facebook page or the chsstudentinfo page on instagram.  

 

Kind regards 
Nga mihi 

Greg Thornton 

Principal  
Cambridge High School 

 

 

https://www.camhigh.school.nz/uniform/
https://www.camhigh.school.nz/communications-and-coming-events/

