
Introduction to NCEA Evening 27 March 2025

Mike Cole – Principal’s Nominee



Intentions for the evening

• Clearer understanding of NCEA and how it works;

• Overview of the mandatory Literacy and Numeracy Co-requisite 
standards and what they mean for your child; and

• Guidance around where to go for the information and support you 
may need.

  
Note:  all information used in this evening’s event is correct at 27 March 2025.



NCEA Change Programme – Key aspects 

• Make NCEA more accessible

• Equal status for Maatauranga Maaori in NCEA

• Strengthen Literacy and Numeracy requirements and assessments

• Fewer, larger standards

• Simplify NCEA structure

• Clearer pathways to further education or work

• Keep NCEA Level One optional



How the NCEA qualification works

Two types of Standard:

Each Standard is worth a set number of credits at either NCEA Level One, Two or 
Three

Grade Awarded Typical Courses
Existing Unit Standards Not Achieved / Achieved OED1, CHY1, CMC1

New Achievement Standards 
(introduced in 2024)

Not Achieved / Achieved / Merit / 
Excellence

ENG1, MAT1, SCI1, 
PED1, GEO1, HIS1



NZQA Certificate requirements

Minimum of 80 credits for 
NCEA Level One, Two and 

Three, including
• 60 credits at a level or 

above
• 10 credit te reo matatini 

or Literacy Co-requisite
• 10 credit te paangarau 

or Numeracy Co-
requisite



How the Numeracy and Literacy Co-requisite works
(2025 - 2027)

Bring it forward Pass the “New” Co-requisite 
Standards

Pass “Additional” 
Standards  

Achieved 10 Literacy credits 
in 2023 or earlier under the 

“old” Standards
 

US32403 CAA Literacy (Reading)
US32405 CAA Literacy (Writing)

On-line examination (May / Sept)

ENG1 / ENH1 / SCI1 / 
HIS1 / GEO1 / MED1 / 
COM1 / SOC1 / MAO1

Achieved 10 Numeracy 
credits in 2023 or earlier 

under the “old” Standards

US32406 CAA Numeracy

On-line examination (May / Sept)

MAT1 / MAF1 / MAI1 / 
GEO1 / COM1

There will be 2 sittings of the 
Co-requisite Standards per 

year

There is no limit on the 
number of times a student 

attempts the “New” Co-
requisite Standards



How the Numeracy and Literacy Co-requisite works
(2025-2027)

Bring it forward Pass the “New” Co-requisite 
Standards

Pass “Additional” 
Standards  

Achieved 10 Literacy credits 
in 2023 or earlier under the 

“old” Standards
 

US32403 Literacy (Reading)
US32405 Literacy (Writing)

On-line examination (May / Sept)

ENG1 / ENH1 / SCI1 / 
HIS1 / GEO1 / MED1 / 

COM1

Achieved 10 Numeracy 
credits in 2023 or earlier 

under the “old” Standards

US32406 Numeracy

On-line examination (May / Sept)

MAT1 / MAF1 / COM1 / 
GEO1 

Any Standard used from the 
“Additional Standards” list to 

meet the Literacy or Numeracy 
Co-requisite cannot also 

contribute to meeting the 60 
credit requirement for 

achieving the qualification 



Preparing/support for the Corequisite CAA exams

• Students sign up to MYNZQA and use 
this login to access their CAA exam 
and practice papers. 

• NOTE: The CAA exam is digital – 
happens in May and September.

• Year 10s have been added to Literacy 
or Numeracy Teams. Year 11-13s have 
been added to their own Literacy and 
Numeracy teams. These include past 
exam papers and weekly tasks.



Preparing/support for the Corequisite CAA exams

• Core subjects provide literacy and numeracy teaching in Years 9, 10.
• Walke Maths Numeracy Essentials – recommended text ($18) 
• Estudee.co.nz – online assessment practice ($20)

• Senior subjects in both Maths and English offer the alternative 
standards for Numeracy and Literacy at all levels.



What are students being tested on in the CAA?

• Literacy and numeracy CAA assessments pose questions to students 
that are related to their daily lives. It is numeracy and literacy for 
life, rather than a specific school subject. 

• Exam questions/sections might include: 
 Writing a letter to nominate someone for an award. 
 Calculating trip lengths using maps. 
 Understanding public transport schedules. 
 Interpreting a set of written instructions. 
 Reading information about the suitability of a product for a use.



NCEA Level One Achievement Standards 2025 

Achievement 
Standard

Credits
(generally)

Method of Assessment Marked 
by

Credits awarded

AS1.1 5 Internal – completed during the year Teacher Throughout the year

AS1.2 5 Internal – completed during the year Teacher Throughout the year

AS1.3 5 External – sat in November 2025 NZQA Following January

AS1.4 5 External – sat in November 2025 NZQA Following January



NCEA Level One Achievement Standards 2025 

Achievement 
Standard

Credits
(generally)

Method of Assessment Marked 
by

Credits awarded

AS1.1 5 Internal – completed during the year Teacher Throughout the year

AS1.2 5 Internal – completed during the year Teacher Throughout the year

AS1.3 5 External – sat in November 2025 NZQA Following January

AS1.4 5 External – sat in November 2025 NZQA Following January

In 2025 not all subject areas will offer the full 20 
credits. For example:

English ENG1 – 20 credits
Science SCI1 – 16 credits

PE PED1 – 10 credits
Maths MAT1 – 15 credits

Where less than 20 credits are offered, they will 
be different combinations of AS1.1, AS1.2, AS1.3 

and AS1.4.



Practically what does this mean? – Student A

2024 Achievement Result

Co-requisite CAA 
Numeracy
US32406


Numeracy gained

Co-requisite CAA Literacy 
(Writing) US32405
(Reading) US32403




Literacy gained

NCEA Credits gained from 
Unit Standard 3

2025 Requirement

NCEA Level One or above 
credits needed

60 credits

Credits brought from 2023 -3

Total credits needed in 
2024

57



Practically what does this mean? – Student B

2024 Achievement Result

Co-requisite Numeracy
US32406


Numeracy gained

Co-requisite Literacy 
(Writing) US32405
(Reading) US32403 (5 
credits)

-


Not gained Literacy

2025 Requirement

NCEA Level One or above 
credits needed

60 credits

Credits brought from 2023
• (Reading) US32403 -5

Total credits needed in 
2025

60

Student MUST also either pass:
• US32405 (Literacy Writing) or
• 10 Additional Literacy credits from specific Level One 

Standards



NCEA Endorsement

There are two types of endorsement that students can be awarded

• Certificate Endorsement

• Subject Endorsement

Endorsement recognises high achievement



NCEA Certificate Endorsement

Shows high achievement across all subjects studied

NCEA Endorsed with Merit NCEA Endorsed with Excellence

50 or more credits at Merit or 
higher

50 or more credits at Excellence 

Credits from NCEA Level Two or Three can be used to endorse a Certificate at 
NCEA Level One. Credits at Level Three can be used to endorse at Level Two.

Credits for a Certificate Endorsement can be gained over more than one year.



NCEA Course Endorsement

Shows high achievement in individual subjects studied

Course Endorsement 
Achieved

Course Endorsement 
Merit

Course Endorsement 
Excellence

14 or more Achieved 
credits in a subject. Must 
include at least 3 Internal 
and 3 Externally assessed 

credits.

14 or more Merit and 
Excellence credits in a 

subject. Must include at 
least 3 Internal and 3 
Externally assessed 

credits.

14 or more Excellence 
credits in a subject. Must 
include at least 3 Internal 
and 3 Externally assessed 

credits.

For a Course Endorsement, at least 14 credits at the appropriate level 
in a single course. These must all be gained in the same calendar year 

and must include at least 3 credits internal and 3 credits external.

Not all subjects have Course Endorsement available.



CHS Policy For National Assessment

Key things to be aware of:

Application for an Extension to an Internal Assessment
• Only available for “Justified” absences
• Holidays in school time, “Unjustified”, no extensions
• Digital only form – student requests from teacher

Application for Withdrawal from an Internal Assessment

Application for Appeal of an Internally Assessed Grade

Special Assessment Conditions (SACs)
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CHS Policy For National Assessment - Authenticity



CHS Policy For National Assessment - Authenticity



Planning - NCEA Assessment Calendars



NCEA External Timetable – November 2025

Available to every student on the NZQA 
website.

The dates and times are set by NZQA and 
are immovable as all students in New 
Zealand are sitting the examinations at this 
time.

Derived grades may be available if a 
student is unable to attend an examination 



Guide to NCEA 2025

Available to every student 
this week.

Will be handed out in 
form classes.

Spares at the front 
tonight.



Attendance matters.



Introduction to NCEA and the Corequisites. 
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