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Year 11 Artists at the Gardens.

During May, our Year 11 Art students visited the
Hamilton Gardens to explore the Maaori Garden. This
garden has a large number of whakairo and a paataka
which were used by local iwi to protect and store
important food cultivation. The Waikato area was a
flourishing area of Maaori horticulture both before and
after the arrival of Pakeha, with the sandy soils of the
Waikato river basin perfect for the cultivation of crops
like kumara.

Our students were interested in the carvings as both
examples of Te Toi and taonga representing the
kaupapa and tikanga of local hapu. These pou figures,
tumu whakarae (carved fence posts) and the paataka
relate strongly to the local area and the tikanga shared
by our school houses. 

Students spent the day drawing and experiencing these
taonga. As the year goes on they will incorporate and
develop them as motifs in their own art works, which
are based on belonging to their school house. Their
work will investigate how methods and ideas from
traditional and contemporary Maaori and Pakeha artists
can show our relationship with this place, Kemureti. 

Cambridge High School's Vocal Ensemble has been working steadily
on a set of songs and is looking forward to performing soon. 
 Because of covid interruptions they didn’t make it to the Big Sing in
Tauranga this year which was a disappointment, however, they have
still been having a great year so far getting together and singing
some great pieces. The 2022 Vox group is a promising and
committed group, with numerous new members, and they can’t
wait to perform later in the year!

Vox



The CHS Leos group continues to meet once a week to plan for upcoming events
aimed at supporting worthy organisations both in and around the Cambridge
community. During Week 8 of this term the group ran a raffle at the Matariki
Celebration Evening with all proceeds going to the Cambridge Tree Trust. Now
their attention and efforts have moved onto their annual Quiz evening, this year
to be held in August. The students are very much looking forward to hosting this
fundraiser especially considering last year’s event was cancelled due to COVID
restrictions. Members of the Leos group have also been regularly assisting at the
Cambridge Lions Shed as well as helping in the Lions Food Truck on Market Days.

 
Any students with a passion for community service and helping others that may
be interested in seeing what Leos is all about are welcome to come to one of their
meetings.  Meetings are held in E8 each Tuesday at lunch times.

 

Jazz Band Success
 

On Tuesday 21st June the CHS Jazz Band travelled to Tauranga for the NZ Youth Jazz Festival. Although the band
has only been playing jazz for a term and a half the students have made remarkable progress and were able to
present a sophisticated programme of four tunes. At the end of the festival prize giving, they were presented with
a Silver Award. The band are now preparing for their performance at the ITM Music Festival at Waikato University
in September.
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Our Year 12 Drama Students have been busy this term devising pieces of Children’s Theatre. These performances
have been based around some of their favorite children’s books. They took ideas from these and improvised and
discussed and trialled and changed multiple ideas and performance moments before they put their best ideas
(and animal puns) together to create their final work. Pieces focused on giving a clear message to their young
audience as they explored being kind to friends and a reminder that emotions aren’t a weakness they are a
superpower. 

They greatly enjoyed performing these to an audience of Year 1 and 2 students from Cambridge East Primary. The
children walked down to join us in our theatre and were met by our clown ushers and MCs. The students from
Cambridge East Primary were a fantastically engaged and excited audience. They were incredibly vocal as their
imaginations ran wild. There were screams and laughter and even a “what the heck” at an impressive entrance
from an actor. We are incredibly proud of our Year 12 creators and performers. A big congratulations to them. 

On Thursday 9th June, the Year 12 and 13 Drama classes had the privilege of taking part in a physical theatre and
devising workshop run by Katrina and Ariaana from Red Leap Theatre. Red Leap Theatre is a renowned New
Zealand Theatre Company who devise and create unique pieces of physical theatre. Their work has won awards
and been recognized globally – so it was fantastic being able to learn from them as we work on our performances
for our devising internals. We participated in several fast-paced activities – such as creating various sequences
incorporating physical theatre aspects and techniques – which challenged us to think quickly, physically and use
our improvising skills. The workshop was helpful, fast paced and challenging and we had lots of fun. We came
away with lots of ideas on devising effective theatre, showing stories in original ways and how to enhance our
own devising pieces. We enjoyed finding new and creative ways of using physicality in performance. 
Written by Year 12 Drama Students 

Children’s Theatre
 

Red Leap Workshop



The Year 13 drama class underwent a whirlwind journey through the process of Pride and Prejudice, and came a
long way both academically, and personally. The experience taught many of them an abundance of things about
their own dramatic strengths and weaknesses, as well as each others’. Through the show, this class has created a
tight knit atmosphere of support that affords them a depth of personal growth in their skills and selves, and
each and every one of them gained something personal from the process.

As a whole, the Pride and Prejudice season was filled with many moments of laughter and shared comedy, as
well as an abundance of hard work and dedication. Each member of the class had to put in time, energy, and
effort, not only for themselves, but also for the wider production. It was not always a consistent progression over
time, but it never failed to provide opportunities for them all to entertain and surprise each other, and genuinely
enjoy the time they spent together. This season brought the class together, and filled their lives with a sense of
newfound appreciation of each other, and the time spent in each others’ company.

However, the season wasn’t without its challenges. As with any new experience, this process placed some of
them outside of their comfort zone, and challenges were often met with overwhelmed and tired actors. There
were times when choreography or lines were unable to be remembered, and times when their own stress and
tiredness caused tension and placed pressure on each other. It is never easy to remain motivated, and this
production highlighted the commitment it takes to bring it all to each rehearsal, regardless of if levels are low.
Despite these hurdles, the production also managed to reach new highs for everyone, and many memories were
made. Among them lie opportunities such as eating potatoes live on stage during scenes, dancing animatedly
during heartfelt moments, fun filled rehearsals, backstage laughs, and costumed endeavors.

For any drama students heading into similar endeavors, the class would wish to recommend that you consider
each other throughout the entire process. Every individual in a scene is crucial, and thus each individual’s effort
and energy impacts all others around you. For this reason, it is important to not only put in time, effort, and
energy for yourself, but also for your class. It is also important to consider each other as people, and be aware of
how you can support each other, and make sure you are all able to put your best foot forward.

Drama as a subject provides abundant opportunities to challenge and extend oneself, and it is through this
subject that many people are able to achieve personal growth in ways that they never imagined. It also provides
an immense potential for joy and good memories, and is a subject any student would recommend highly. Being
part of a class in which you together explore your own abilities and passion creates a network of likeminded
individuals, and allows for a more vivid expression of who you are. It also allows you to share and develop
yourself in ways that makes oneself, and others, proud, and builds confidence in ones’ abilities and character.
                                                         

By Gemma Barham and Cameron Law 
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Pride and Prejudice

Last week was Te wiki O te Ao Maaori and it involved our
Matariki evening held here at CHS on Wednesday 22nd
June. We had a great turn out and  positive feedback
from the community! There were some awesome
performances from our Year 13 music class, Jazz band,
Ashley Collier playing piano, Mr Starr on guitar and our
Kapa Haka group finished the night off! Mahaki Corbett
shared some knowledge on Matariki, each star and its
meaning and how Matariki began. There was a delicious
spit roast provided by Ngaa Poutiaki which sold out very
quickly and was thoroughly enjoyed and very yummy!
“Shots” coffee cart was there, our Year 11 business
classes were selling kai and the Leos were selling raffles.
Eli Swanepoel also raised around $135 with his Taiaha
raffle!  We raised around $650 which will all go towards
our school Kapa Haka groups new uniforms! Thank you
everyone who came to support and check out the night,
we hope to make this a memorable tradition here at
CHS!- Te Hunga taikaakaa.
                                                                  By Deanna Young

Matariki

This term has been full of great activities to be recorded by our
fantastic Media Team. We have had Drama performances, Market
Days, Dance, Wellbeing Week, Library Week, the school Ball, and
Matatriki to name just a few. Thanks to all those who are part of
such a special team helping our school to let our community know
what is going on at C.H.S. Special thanks to Ella Welford, Sharia
Anderton and Taryn Oosthuisen for going above and beyond for
some events outside of the school hours, your contributions have
not been missed! Check out Facebook for our amazing and
talented teams photographs of the events. Looking forward to next
term and showing our community all the awesome events that
C.H.S is involved in.

Media Team
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Smokefree Rockquest is an annual music competition for intermediate and high school bands
throughout New Zealand. The first Rockquest was held in 1988, and was organised by Christchurch
radio station C93FM as a local event. The Waikato Heats for the Rockquest 2022 were held on Saturday 2
July. Cambridge High School had students in four difference bands and three of these have been
selected for the regional final. Congratulations to: Pinjah (Ben Bonetti, Ben Wiles, Jack Beaumont & Riley
Jeffcote) Ordinary Outsiders (Cameron Stoddart) and Sure Brake (Levi Lamb). Each band now has to
make a one song performance video which will be judged to decide who moves onto the nationals.
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